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B Kurae, kak Tbl, HaBepHOE, 3HaElllb, U CaM UMIIEPATOP KUTAell, U BCE €ro MOAJAHHbIE KUTANIIBI.
JlaBHBIM-/TaBHO 3TO OBLIO, HO IOTOMY-TO U CTOUT PacCKa3aTh Ty UCTOPHIO, ITOKA OHA eIlle He COBCEM
11o3a0kITa.

Bo BceM mupe He Hanwiock OBl IBOpIIA JIydllle, YeM y KUTaickoro ummnepaTtopa. OH Bech ObLT U3
aparoiieHHoro apgopa, Takoro TOHKOro M XpYyIKOro, 4To U IOTPOHYThCS CTpailHo. B cagy pociu
JMKOBHUHHBIE IIBETHI, M K CAMBIM JIyUIIIMM W3 HUX ObUTU MPUBSI3aHBI cepeOpsiHble KOJOKOIbUUKU. OHM
3BEHEJIM, YTOObl HUKTO HE MPOIIIe] MUMO, He 3aMETHUB IIBETOB. BOT Kak XUTpO OBUIO MPpUIyMaHO!

Cap TsAHYJICS IaIeKO-AaJIeKo, TaK AaJIeKO, YTO M caM CaJJOBHUK He 3HAJI, TJe OH KOHYaeTcs. 3a cajoM ObLT
YyJIECHBIN JIEC C BHICOKMMU JIEPEBbSIMU U TTyOOKMMHU O3epaMu, ¥ JOXOFJI OH JJO CAMOTO CUHETO MOPSI.
Bosbite kopaOii MOTJIM 3aIUTbIBaTh MPSMO MO/ BETBU, U 3[IECh, Y CAMOTO Oepera Mopsi, XU COJIOBEH.
[len OH Tak AMBHO, YTO €T0 3aCIyIIMBAJICS Jaxke OeqHBIN PHIOAK, Y KOTOPOTrO M Oe3 TOTO JIesl XBaTaJo.

Co Bcex KOHIIOB CBETa MPHUE3KaIU B CTOJUIYY UMIIEPATOPA MyTEHIECTBEHHUKU; BCE OHU JUBWIMCH IBOPILY
Y cajly, HO, YCJIBIIIAB COJIOBbS, TOBOpWIX: "BOT 310 yuiie Becero!" BepHyBIIMCh TOMOW, OHU
paccka3piBad 00 YBUACHHOM. Y YeHbIe OMUCHIBAJIN B KHUTaX CTOJIMILY, IBOPEIl M Cajl UMIiepaTopa 1
HUKOT'a He 3a0BIBAJI O COJIOBbE — €TI0 XBAJIMJIM OCOOCHHO; MTOITHI CJIATaJIM YyJeCHbIe CTUXU O COJIOBbE,
KUBYIIEM B JIECY Y CUHETO MOps.

Knuru pacxoaunuck o Bcemy cBeTy, 1 HEKOTOpbIe O JI0 camoro ummneparopa. OH cuen B CBoemM
30JI0TOM Kpeciie, YUTAT U KKAYI0 MUHYTY KUBAJI TOJIOBOW — OUYEHb YK MPUATHO ObLIO YUTATh TOXBAJIBI
CBO€eM cromie, nBopiy u cagy. "Ho cososeit syuiie Bcero!" — CTOSIO B KHUTE.

— Kak! — ckazan umneparop. — Yro 3a conoseit? Huuero o takom He 3Hato! HeyxTto B Moell nmnepuu,
U Jake B MOEeM COOCTBEHHOM cCajly, €CTh TaKasl ITUIIA, a 51 0 Hel HuJero He cibixa? M BOT mpuxoaurcs
BBIYUTBHIBATh TAKOE U3 KHUT !

U oH mocai 3a CBOUM MEepPBbIM MUHUCTPOM. TOT ObLT TAKOW BasKHBIN, YTO €CJIA KTO-HUOY/Ib YNHOM
MIOHMKE OCMENIMBAJICSI 3aTOBOPUTH C HUM HJIM CIIPOCUTD O 4eM-JIn00, OH oTBedas Toibko: "TI!" — uto
POBHO HUYETO HE 3HAYMT.

— T'oBopsT, y Hac ecTh 3aMeuaTesibHasl ITULIA TI0O KIMEHHU COJIOBEH, — cKazall umrneparop. — ['oBopsT,
JIydille ee HET HU4ero B MmoeM rocynapctse. [louemy MHe HU pa3y O Hell He JOKJIaAbIBAJIH ?

— Huxkorga He ciieIxai Takoro UMeHu, — cKas3asl MUHHCTP. — HaBepHoe, oHa He Oblia MpejicTaBIeHa KO
aBopy!..

— JKenarto, 4ToOBI OHa SIBUJIACH BO JIBOPEII U Mefia MPeI0 MHOU CeroHs ke BedepoM! — cKazas
umnepaTop. — Becbh cBeT 3HaeT, UTo y MeHsI eCTb, a 51 He 3Halo!

— Hukorga He cibIxan Takoro uMeHu! — MOBTOPUI MUHUCTP. — BylieM uckarb, pasbiiiem!

A r1e ee pasblienib?

MunucTp Oerasi BBepX M BHU3 I10 JIECTHUIAM, TI0 3aJIaM ¥ KOPUIOpaM, HO HUKTO W3 MPUABOPHBIX, K
KOTOPBIM OH 0OpaIaics, HI4ero He CIbIXajl O COJIOBbe. Toraa MUHHUCTP CHOBA MPUOEKaAI K UMIIEPATOPY U
3as1BWI, YTO COYMHUTEIIN, BEPHO, PACCKA3bIBAIOT CKA3KHU.

— Bamre umnepatopckoe Benuuectso! He BepbTe BceMy, uTo muiryT B KHUrax! Bee 3T0 0HU BBIAYMKH,
TaK CKa3aTh, YepHasi Marusi!

— Ho Benp kHUra, B KOTOPOI 51 MPOYEI1 O COJIOBbE, MPUCIaHA MHE MOTYILIECTBEHHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM
dnonuu, B Hell He MOKET ObITh HenpaBpl! X0uy CIBIIIATE COMOBbsI! OH MOMKEH OBITh 3/16Ch CErOJIHS
BeuepoM! OOBSBIISI0 eMy MOe Bbicouaiiiiiee O6aroBojieue! A ecim ero He OyIieT, Bech JIBOP, Kak
OTYXKUHAET, Oy/IeT OMT MaJKaMH MO KUBOTY!

— [3un-ne! — cka3a nepBblii MUHUCTP U CHOBA 3a0eraj BBEpX U BHU3 M0 JIECTHUIIAM, 110 3aj1aM U
KOpHJIOpaMm, a C HUM BMecTe 3a0erajia v MoJIOBUHA TPUABOPHBIX — YK OOJBHO UM HE XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI UX
OUJTM TTAJTKaMH 110 KUBOTY. M Bee b 00 OIHOM M CIIPAIIMBAJIN: YTO 3TO 33 COJIOBEH, KOTOPOTO BECh
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CBET 3HAET U TOJILKO IPH IBOPE HUKTO HE 3HAET.
Hakonerl Ha KyxHe Hanwm oAHy Oe/iHyio qeBouky. OHa ckazana:

— l'ocnogu! Kaxk He 3HaTh cosioBbsi! Bot yx noer-to! MHe 03B0OJIEHO OTHOCUTB IO BeYepam Moel
Oe1HOM OOJTBHOM MaTyIIKe OCTaTKM OT odena. ’KuBeT oHa y camoro mopsi. M BOT Korjja Ha 0OpaTHOM IyTH
51 yCTaHy U NPUCSLY OTIOXHYTb B JIECY, 51 CllyllIao coloBbs. CIie3bl Tak U MOTEKYT U3 IJ1a3, a Ha AyIle-TO
TaK paJloCTHO, CJIOBHO MaTyILIKa LieJyeT MeHs!

— JleBouka, — CKa3aJl MUHUCTP, — 5 3aYMCJII0 BaC Ha JOJIKHOCTb IIPY KyXHE U UCXJIONOYY Bam
N03BOJIEHHE TOCMOTPETh, KaK KYyILIaeT UMIIepaTop, €C/M Bbl IPOBEJIETE HAC K COJIOBBI0. OH MpUIJIalleH
CEeroJHs1 Be4epoM K umreparopy!

W BOT Bce OTNpaBUJIKCh B JIEC, B KOTOPOM K1 cojioBeld. I1lnu onu, 1M, Kak BAPYT 3aMbl4yajia KOpoBa.
— O! — ckazan kamep-toukep. — Bot on! Kakas, onqnako, cujia y Takoro MajieHbKoro cozaanusi! Mue
OIpEJEJIEHHO YK€ JOBOANIIOCH CIbILIATh €ro!

— Her, 310 KOpOBa MBIUUT! — OTBeuaa MajJleHbKasA Kyxapka. — A HaMm elle JajeKko uaTu!

Bor B npy1y 3aKBakaJu JIATYIIKH.

— BocxururensHo! BocxuturenbHo! — ckazaj NpUIBOPHBIN CBAIEHHUK. — Teneps 4 ero ciusbiity! Toub-
B-TOYb KaK MaJible KOJIOKoJIa!

— Her, a10 narymku! — orBevasna MajeHpkas Kyxapka. — Ho Teneps, nosxaiyii, CKOpO yCJbIILIUM U
ero!

W BoOT 3amen cooBei.

— Bor on! — ckazana geBouka. — Coymaire! Ciymaiite! A BOH 1 OH cam!

N ona ykazasa Ha cepeHbKYI0 ITUYKY CpPe/Id BETBEW.

— Bo3mosxHo ! — ckazan muHuCTp. — Hukak He BooOpaxkai ero cebe Takum! Yk OOJILHO IPOCTOBAT
Ha Buj! BepHo, OH CTyIeBascs Mpy BUIE CTOJBKUX 3HATHBIX OCOO.

— ConoBymika! — rpoMKO KpHKHYJIa IeBOYKa. — Harr MUIOCTHBBII UMITEpaTOp XOYET, YTOOI Thl €My
cren!

— C BenMYafiM y/I0BOJILCTBHEM ! — OTBEYAJI COJIOBEH U 3aIiell Tak, YTo JH000-10pOro ObLIO CIIYIIATh.
— CoBceM Kak CTeKJISTHHbIE KOJIOKOJIbYMKHU! — cKa3an MUHUCTP. — CMOTpUTE, Kak OH cTapaercs
ropssikoM! [IpocTo yaMBHUTENIBHO, UTO MBI HE CIIBIIIANM ero paHbiine! OH OyieT UMeTh OTPOMHBIN ycex
npu asope!

— Crnietpb 1 MHe ernie 1151 uMneparopa? — crpocui cosioeil. OH iymalt, 4To UMIIepaTop ObUT TYT.

— Moii HecpaBHEHHBIN COJIOBYIIKA! — cKa3al MUHUCTP. — VIMelo MpUATHYIO YeCTh IIPUIJIACUTH Bac Ha
UMEIOIUI ObITh CEroJHs MPUIBOPHBIN Mpa3aHuK. He coMHeBaloch, UTO Bbl OUapyeTe ero MMIepaTopcKoe
BEJIMYECTBO CBOMM BOCXUTHUTEJIbHBIM NIEHUEM !

— MeHs Jyd1ie BCero ciyiaTh B Jiecy! — cka3all COJIOBEH, HO BCe e OXOTHO MOJUMHIIICS BOJIE
MMIepaTopa 1 MOC/Ie0Bal 3a MPUIBOPHBIMHU.

A nBopen-To Kak ykpamanu! ®apgopoBbie CTEHBI U 110J1 CBEPKAJIN THICTYaMH 30JI0ThIX (POHAPUKOB, B
MPOX0Jax ObUTH BBICTABJICHBI CAMble JTyUIlIHe IIBETHI C KOJOKOIbYMKAMU. BeroTH 1 CKBO3HSKY OBLIO Kyia
KaK MHOTO, HO BCE KOJIOKOJIbYUMKH 3BEHEJN TaK, YTO HUYETO He ObLJIO CIIBIIIHO.

[Tocpenu orpomMHOro 3aia, rie CUes UMIEepaTop, yCTAHOBUIIM 30JI0TOM LIECT JJ1s1 COJIOBbs. Bech aBop
ObLT B cOOpe, a MaJIeHbKOM KyXapKe JO3BOJIMJIM CTaTh B IBEPSIX — Beb OHA yXke Oblla B 3BaHUN
NIpUIBOPHON NoBapuxu. Bee Hafenn cBoM Jyyllie Hapsipl, U BCE IUIIENIN Ha MaJIEHbKYIO CEpYIO ITUYKY,
a UMIEpaToOp KUBHYJI €1 FOJIOBOK.

U cosoeii 3amen Tak AMBHO, YTO Y MMIIEpATOpa Clie3bl HaOekaM Ha rJ1a3a, U TOr/ia elle Kpaiie 3are
COJIOBEH, M TIECHb €ro XBaTasa 3a cepiie. MimMneparop OblT OUeHb JJOBOJIEH U XOTEJ MOKAJIOBATh COJIOBBIO
CBOIO 30J10TYI0 TyhJT0 Ha 1mer0. Ho costoBeil ¢ 61arogapHOCTbIO OTKa3aICs:

— 41 Buesn Ha ri1a3ax uMmmneparopa cjesbl, U Uil MeHs HeT Huuero gparorteHHee! Ciie3sl UMIlepaTopa-31o
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Be/Ib HacTosiiee uyao! S HarpaxaeH ¢ u30bITKoM!

U oH BHOBB 3aI1€J1 CBOMM JMBHBIM, CJIQJI0CTHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— AX, ouapoBartesbHee KOKETCTBA U MOMBICTUTh HeJb3s1! — rOBOPWIIM NMPUIBOPHBIE IaMbl U CTATN
HaOMpaTh B POT BOJIBI, YTOOBI OyJIbKATh, KOTJA C HUIMU KTO-HUOY/b 3aroBoput. Mim Kasasock, 4ro Toraa
OHU caMH Oy/1yT MOXOkH Ha COJIOBbsL. Jlaxke CIYTU U CIIy’KaHKU OObSIBUIIM, YTO OHHU TOBOJIBHBI, & BE/Ib ITO
HEMaJlo — yroiuTh UM Tpy[Hee Bcero. Jla, coyloBei MOIOKUTEIbHO UMEI YCIEeX.

Ero ornpenenuiu rpu ABope, OTBEIM €My COOCTBEHHYIO KJIETKY M pa3peliiiiy TyJIsaTh ABa pa3a AHEM U
OJMH pa3 Houblo. K HeMy npHcTaBUIM ABEHAIUATh CIIYT, U KQXKAbII IepKajl ero 3a MPUBSI3aHHYIO K JIalKe
IIEJIKOBYIO JISHTOUKY. U mporyJska Obuia eMy He B IPOTYJIKY.

Beck ropoa roBopui1 00 yAUBUTEBHOW NTUIIE, M KOTJA ABOE 3HAKOMBIX BCTPEUYAJIMCh, OJIMH celvac xe
roBOpWII: "coyo", a Ipyrou JokaHumBaL: "Beit!" — 1 00a B3/bIXaJIH, MIOHSB APYT Apyra. A elie UMeHeM
COJIOBBsI ObUIM HA3BaHBI OIMHHA/IIIATH CHIHOBEHN MEJIOYHBIX TOPTOBLIEB, XOTsI BCEM UM CJIOH Ha yXO
HACTYIHJL.

W BOT oiHK/IBI IMITEPATOPY MPHUIIIE]T OOJBIION NakeT ¢ Haanuchio: "CooBei”.

— He nHaue Kak ele ofHa KHUTA O Hallel 3HAMEHUTOH NTHUIIEe, — CKa3aJl UMIIEpaTop.

Ho 310 Obl1a HE KHUTA, A MIKATYJIKA C 3aTEHIMBOM MITYYKON — MCKYCCTBEHHBIM COIOBbeM. OH ObLI
COBCEM KaK HACTOSIIIMI 1 BeCh OT/eNIaH alMa3zaMu, pyOuHaMu U carpupamu. 3aBeelib ero — U OH MOT
CIETh MECHIO HACTOSIIETO COJIOBbS, M €r0 XBOCT IIPU 3TOM TaK M XOJWJI BBEPX U BHU3, OTJIMBAs 30JI0TOM U
cepeOpom. Ha 1miee y Hero Obi1a ieHTOUKa ¢ Haanuckio: "CotoBeit ummnepatopa SImoHuKM HUYTO IO
CPAaBHEHMIO C COJIOBBEM MMITEPATOPA KUTANCKOTO".

— Kakas npesnectb! — cKkazaiu Bce B OJJMH T0JIOC, U TOTO, KTO MPUHEC UCKYCCTBEHHOT'O COJIOBBSI, TOTYAC
YTBEPIVJIN B 3BaHUM "00Ep-TIOCTABIIMKA COJIOBLEB €r0 BeJrmuecTBa .

— Teneps mycTh-Ka CMOIT BMECTE, UHTEPECHO, BBIMAET Y HUX AyIT?

W viM npuIiock creTh BMECTe, HO /IEJ10 Ha Jia/l He TOILIO: HACTOSAIIMI COJIOBEH I1eJ1 0-CBOEMY, a
MCKYCCTBEHHBI — KakK IIapMaHKa.

— OH He BUHOBAT, — CKa3aJl IPUIBOPHBIN KareapmencTep. — OH OTJIMYHO BHIIEPKUBAET TAKT U MOET
CTpOro no Moeu MeToze!

W BOT UCKYCCTBEHHOT'O COJIOBbS 3aCTABWJIM 11€Th 0JHOTr0. OH MMeJ He MEHBIIUH yCIeX, YeM HaCTOSIIUM,
HO OBLT KyJla KpacBee, BECh TaK M CBEPKaJl IParoleHHOCTSIMU !

Tpuauate TpH pasa Mpores OH OAHO | TO K€ M He ycTal. Bee OblM He Mpoyb MOCIyIIaTh ero emie pas, 1a
TYT UMIIEPATOp CKa3aJl, YTO TeNepb JOKEH CIIETh HEMHOT'O M HACTOSIIIMIA COJIOBEH.

Ho kyna xe oH aenca? HUKTO ¥ He 3aMeTIJ1, KaK OH BBIITOPXHYJI B OTKPBITOE OKHO U YJIETEJ B CBOM
3eJIEHBII JIeC.

— Yro %ke 3T0 Takoe? — cKa3ajl UMIepaTop, ¥ BCe NPUABOPHbIE BOZMYTHIMCh U HA3BAJIU COJIOBbS
HeOIaroJapHbIM.

— Bce paBHO TOT COJIOBEH, YTO OCTAJICSA Yy HAC, JIydllle, — CKa3aJyd OHHU, U UCKYCCTBEHHOMY COJIOBBIO
NPUIILIOCh TIETh OMSATh, M BCE B TPUALIATh YETBEPTHIN pa3 yCIBIIIATA OJHY U Ty ke neceHKy. OJHaKko
NPUABOPHBIE TaK M HE 3alIOMHWIIM €€ Hau3yCTh, TaKas OHa Oblla TpyaHas. A KarejabMelcTep 3Haii
HaXBAJIMBAJI UCKYCCTBEHHOT'O COJIOBBSI M YTBEP KA JIaKe, YTO OH JIydllle HACTOSIIErO He TOJIBKO HapsIIOM
Y YyJECHbIMU ajIMa3aMU, HO U BHYTPEHHUM CBOMM CKJIAJIOM.

— W3BosuTe BUIIETD, Ballle BEIUYECTBO, U BbI, FOCIIO/A, TIPO KMBOT'O COJIOBbSI HUKOTAA HEJb3sl 3HATh
Harepe, 4To OH CIIOeT, a PO UCKYCCTBEHHOro MokHO! MIMeHHO Tak, u He uHavye! B nckyccrBeHHOM
COJIOBBbE BCE MOKHO MOHSITh, €0 MOKHO pa300paTh U MOKa3aTh YeJOBEYECKOMY YMY, KaK pacrosOKeHbI
BAJIMKHU, KaK OHU BEPTATCSA, KaK OJHO CJedyeT U3 Ipyroro!..

— W 4 Toxe Tak gymaro! — B rojioc cka3ajiu BCe, U KarleJIbMeNCTep MOJIyunIl pa3pelieHne B Clieflylolee
K€ BOCKpPECEHbE MOKa3aTh UCKYCCTBEHHOTO COJIOBbSI HAPOJY.
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— Ilycrp 1 Hapon nocyiaer ero! — ckasaj UMIIEpaTop.

W1 Hapop ciymman u ocTajcs o4eHb JOBOJIEH, Kak OyATO BAOBOJIb HAMWIICS Yalo — 3TO Beb TaK I10-
kutaiicku. M Bce ropopmin: "O!" — 1 nmogHMMaNM B 3HaK 0A0OpEHUs Najiell ¥ KUBaJIK royioBaMu. ToJIbKO
Oe/iHbIe PHIOAKH, CIIBIIIABIIIE HACTOSIIIIETO COJIOBbSI, TOBOPHIIH:

— HenypHo 1 oueHb oxoxe, Ja BOT YEr0-TO HEJOCTAET, CAMH HE 3HAEM YEro.

Hacrosimero cosoBbst 00bsSBUIIN U3THAHHBIM U3 TIPEEJIOB CTPaHbl, & HICKYCCTBEHHbIN 3aHSUT MECTO Ha
LIEJIKOBOW MOJYIIKE Y IOCTEIM uMnepaTopa. Bokpyr Hero jiexaiu npenoJHeceHHble eMy NoJapKH, a caM
OH OBUT BO3BE/ICH B 3BaHME "TIEBI[a HOYHOTO CTOJIMKA €ro MMIIEpaTOPCKOTO BEJIMUECTBA HOMEP OJIMH
cieBa”, MOTOMY UTO CaMbIM ITIOYETHBIM UMIIEPATOP CUUTAII MECTO, IJIE PACIIOJIOKEHO CEpPALIE, a cepue
PACIOJIOKEHO CJIeBa Jlake y UMIepaTopoB. A KarnesabMeicTep Hanucal 00 UCKYCCTBEHHOM COJIOBbE
YUYEHBIN TPyl B IBA/ILATH IISITU TOMAX, TIOJHBIN CaMbIX TPYIHBIX KUTAHCKHUX CJIOB, U TIPU/IBOPHbIE
TOBOPWJIN, YTO TIPOYWIH M MOHSUIM €r0, He TO OHM MOKa3aay Obl cedst JypakaMu 1 ObUTH Obl OUTHI MTATKAMU
1O KMBOTY.

Tak nporen roa. iMnepaTtop, NpuiBOPHBIE U BCe MPOUYKME KATANIBI 3HAJIM HAU3YCTh Kak10€ KOJICHIIE B
MIECHE UCKYCCTBEHHOTO COJIOBbS, HO KaK pa3 IM03TOMY OH UM U HpaBuJjcs. Tenepb OHU U caMU MOIJIU
noanesats emy. "Lu-up-um! Kmok-KToKKIIOK ! " — pacneBaiy yJIMYHbE MAIBYMILKH, U TO KE CAMOE
HareBajl uMmreparop. AX, 4To 3a MpeJiecTb!

Ho BOT 0HaX /1l BE4€pOM MCKYCCTBEHHBII COJIOBEN e BO BCIO MOYb, 2 UIMIIEPATOP JIekKaJ B IOCTENIH,
CJIyIIasi ero, Kak BAPYT BHYTPU COJIOBbSI UTO-TO HIETKHYJIO, KOJIECUKH MOOEkKaIM BITYCTYIO, U My3bIKa
CMOJIKJIA.

Wmnepatop ceifuac e BCKOYMII C MTOCTENH U MOCIall 32 CBOUM JIEHO-MeJMKOM, HO YTO TOT MOT TOZeaTh?
[Tpu3Banu yacoBIIMKa, U MOCJIE AJMHHBIX Pa3rOBOPOB U JJOJITMX OCMOTPOB OH KO€-KaK MOJIpaByI
COJIOBBSI, HO CKa3aJ, YTO €ro HaJlo modepeyb, MOTOMY KaK HIeCTEePEeHKH MOUCTEPIIHCH,  TIOCTAaBUTh HOBBIE,
TaK, 9TOOBI My3bIKa IIJTa TIO-TTPEXKHEMY, HEBO3MOKHO. AX, Kakoe 3T0 Obl1o oropuyenue! Termephb cooBbs
3aBOAMJIM TOJIBKO pa3 B IO, M JJa)Ke 3TO Ka3aJoch yepecuyp. A KanejJbMencTep MPOU3HEC KPATKYIO Peyb,
MOJIHYIO BCSIKMX YMHBIX CJIOB, — JI€CKaTh, BCE MO-TIpexkHeMy Xopoiro. Hy, 3HauuT, Tak OHO 1 OBLIO.
[Tpomnwio naTh JIET, ¥ CTpaHy MOCTUTJIO OOJIBILIOE TOpe: BCe TaK JIOOWIM UMIIEPaToOpa, a OH, Kak TOBOPHUIIH,
3a00J1eJ1, ¥ KUTh €My OCTAJIOCh HEJIONro. Yike mogodpany u HoBoro umrneparopa. Ha ynune crosut Hapon
Y CIIpallMBaJl IEPBOIO MUHUCTPA, YTO C UX MPEKHUM [TOBEJIUTEIIEM.

— II! — TonBKO M OTBEYAT MUHUCTP U IMOKAYMBAJI TOJIOBOM.

bnenHpIil ¥ OX0JI04EBIINI JIEKal MMIIEPATOP HAa CBOEM MBIIIHOM JIoXke. Bce mpuaBopHble pemmi, 4ro
OH YK€ yMep, U KaK[Ibli CTIEIIIIJI Ha MTOKJIOH K HOBOMY BiiaibiKe. Ciyru BeIOETaiy U3 IBOpLA MOOOITATh
00 3TOM, a CJIy)KaHKH MpHIJIAIIAIM K cede rocteil Ha yamky kode. [To BceM 3a1am 1 mpoxoaam
paccTeMI KOBPBI, YTOOBI HE CIIBIIIHO OBUIO IITyMa MIaroB, ¥ BCIOY ObUIO TaK THXO, TaK THXO... TOJIBKO
UMIIepaTop elie He yMep. 3aKOUYeHEBIINIA 1 OJIe/IHBIN JIesKall OH Ha TBIIIHOM JIOKe 1M0J] OapXaTHbIM
OaTIAXWHOM C TSKEJIBIMH 30JI0TBIMU KHCTSIMH. A C BBICOTHI B OTKPBITOE OKHO CBETHJIa HA MIMIIepaTopa 1
MCKYCCTBEHHOTO COJIOBbSI JIyHa.

Bennsira uMmepartop AbIIa ¢ TPYIOM, U Ka3aJIoch €My, OyJTO Ha TPYIH y HEro KTo-To CUAUT. OH OTKPBUT
rjasa v yBUJIeN, 4TO Ha Ipyau y Hero cuauT Cmepts. OHa HajJelnla ero 30J10TyI0 KOPOHY U Jepikajia B
OJIHOW pyKe €ro 30JI0TyI0 cadJIio, B PYTOH €ro cliaBHOE 3HaMsl. A BOKPYT U3 CKJIaJOK OapXaTHOrO
OaaxHa BBITJISIIBIBAIN JUKOBUHHBIC JIMIA, OJJHU TaJIKUE U MEP3KHUe, ApYrue Jo0pbie U MUJIbIE: 3TO
CMOTpEJIM Ha UMIIEPATOpa BCE €ro 3JIble U 100phIe Jiesia, Belb Ha Ipyau y Hero cuiena CMepTs.

— [NomuMb? — menrany oHu OAHO 3a ApyruM. — [loMHub? — W pacckasplBaiy eéMy CTOJIBKO, U4TO
Ha JI0y y HEro BBICTYIHJI TOT.

— 41 06 3TOM HUKOT/1a HE 3HAJI! — TOBOPWJI UMIIepaTop. — My3bIKM MHE, MY3bIKH, OOJIBILION KUTAUCKUIA
Gapaban! — kpuyan oH. — He xouy ciblmarh ux peueii!
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A onu nipofosikanu, 1 CMepTh, Kak KUTaell, KUBajia TOJIOBOUM Ha BCe, YTO OHU TOBOPUJIH.

— My3blku MHE, My3bIKH! — Kpruai umrepaTop. — Ioi XoTe Thl, MUAJIasA 30J0Tast NTAYKA, mou! S
oJapui Teds 30JI0TOM U APATOIIEHHOCTSIMU, 51 COOCTBEHHOPYYHO MOBECHJT Te0e Ha IIIeI0 CBOIO 30JI0TYIO
TyJo, o ke, moi!

Ho uckyccTBeHHBIN COJIOBEN MOJTYaT — HEKOMY OBbLJIO 3aBECTH €ro, a MHaue OH neTh He Mor. A CMepTh
BCE CMOTpeJa ¥ CMOTpeJia Ha UMITEpaTopa CBOMMHU OOJIBIIIMMHU ITyCTHIMU TJIA3HUIIAMU, U OBLIO TaK THXO,
CTPAIIIHO THUXO...

U Bapyr pasganiock 4ynecHoe reHue. ITo nej KUBoM cooBeil. OH cujiell 32 OKHOM Ha BETKE, OH
MIPOCJIbIIAT PO OOJIE3Hb UMIIEpAaTOpa U MPHJIETEN YTEIUTh U OOOAPUTH €ro cBoei necHeit. OH e, u
NpU3paKku Bce OJIeHeNM, KPOBb BCe YOBICTPSIA CBOH Oer B ¢1aboM Telle UMIIepaTopa, U Iake cama
CmepTb citymiasa ColoBbs M IOBTOPSLIA:

— Tlowu, conoByka, nou eme!

— A THI OTHAIIL MHE 30J10TYyI0 cadmo? U ciaBroe 3Hamsa? U kopoHy?

U CmepThb oT/1aBasia OfIHy JAParolieHHOCTb 3a JIPYToi, a cooBei Bee mest. OH Tes 0 THXOM KJIaI0uIIle, Ijie
[BETYT OeJible po3bl, OJIaroyxaeT CUpeHb U CBeKasl TpaBa YBIaKHsETCS cie3aMu KuBbiX. 1 CMepTh
OXBATHWJIA TaKasi TOCKA IO CBOEMY CaJly, YTO OHA XOJIOJHBIM OeJIbIM TYMaHOM BBITUTBUIA U3 OKHA.

— Crnacub6o, cnacu6o, yyaecHas ntuaka! — ckasan umrneparop. — 1 He 3a0bu1 TeOs1! S us3rnan reds us3
CTpaHbl, HO ThI BCE € OTOTHAJIA OT MOEH MOCTEJH yKaCHblE MPU3PaKHU, COrHaia ¢ Moeit rpyau CmepTh.
Kak mue Harpaguthb Te0s1?

— Tot yxe Bo3Harpaawi MeHsi! S uictopr y TeOst ciie3bl B TIepBbIi pa3, KOraa nel rnepes To00, — 3TOro s
HUKoOrAa He 3a0yny! Het Harpams! moposxke i cepaiia nepna. Hy, a Teneps criu v TPOCHIMANCs 310POBBIM
u 6oapem! 1 crioro st Teds1.

W oH 3amen, 1 UMIepaTop 3acHyJI CIaAKUM CHOM. AX, KaKOU CIIOKOMHBIN U 6J1arOTBOPHBIN ObUT 3TOT COH!
Korja oH npocHysicsi, B OKHO yske CBETHIIO coutHIle. HUKTO U3 ciyr He 3arjisabiBal K Hemy, Bce Aymaliu,
4yTO OH yMep. OIMH COJIOBEN CUAE Y OKHA U MeJl.

— Tl 10JTKEH OCTaThCsl CO MHOM HaBcerga! — ckasall uMmrneparop. — ByJelilb neTh, TOJbKO KOrja cam
3aX0uelllb, 2 UCKYCCTBEHHOTO COJIOBbS 51 pa300bI0 BIpeOe3IH.

— He Hayio! — ckazan conoseit. — OH czenan Bee, 4to Mor. [TycTb octaetcst y Te0s1. S He Mory KuTh BO
ABOPIIE, TIO3BOJIb JIUIIL MPUJIETATh K Tebe, Koraa 3axouy. Toraa st Oyay caauThCsi BEYepOM y TBOETO OKHA
U 11eTh TeOe, ¥ MOsI TIeCHb TIOpaJIyeT TeOs ¥ 3aCTaBUT 3aayMaThes. 1 Oy/1y TIeTh O CYACTIIUBBIX U
HECUACTHBIX, O JOOpe U 3J1e, YKPBITHIX OT TBOMX IJa3. [leBuasi nTuYKa JieTaeT MOBCIOTY, HaBEbIBACTCS U K
OeHOMY pBIOAKy U K KPeCThbSIHUHY — KO BCEM, KTO JKUBET JIAJIEKO OT TeOsI U TBOero J1Bopa. f modimo
TeOsI 32 TBOE cepiiie OoJibille, YeM 3a KopoHy. 1 Oyay npuietats u neth Tebe! Ho obemiaii MHe O1HO...
— Bce 4o yrogHo! — ckazai umneparop v BCTal BO BCEM CBOEM IIApCTBEHHOM YOPaHCTBE — OH CaM
o0JIeKCsl B HETO, a K TPY/AM OH MPHKUMAJ CBOIO TSIKENTYIO 30JI0TYI0 cadJIio.

— OO0 ogHOM TIpoIIy 51 TeOsi: He TOBOPH HUKOMY, UTO y TeOs1 €CTh MaJIeHbKasl ITHYKa, KOTopast
pacckaspiBaeT Tede 000 BceM. Tak [esio moiaeT aydie.

W conosen yneres.

Ciyru BOILUM TOTJISIETh HA MEPTBOIO MMIIEpAaTOpa — U 3aCThUIMA Ha TIOPOTe, a UMIIEPATOp CKa3as uM:
— C n1o6pbiM yTpom!
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